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Message from the 
Chairman

“As Sri Lanka’s premier converged connectivity provider, 
your Company continues to be at the forefront of Sri Lanka’s 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) landscape. The Dialog Axiata 
Group has as of December 31, 2016, cumulatively invested 
2.1Bn US Dollars.”
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“It gives me great pride, that our Company remitted 
Rs. 10.7Bn to the Government of Sri Lanka in terms of 
direct income tax, fees and levies.”

My dear shareholders,

It is with distinct pleasure that I write to you at the 
close of the financial year 2016 and to report to 
you, yet another year of stellar performance by our 
Company and its subsidiaries. During this period, the 
proficient and motivated team at Dialog has moved 
forward on numerous fronts while applying consistent 
and undiluted focus on our customers, thereby 
creating long-term value for all. Despite challenging 
operating conditions, we are placed in a position of 
strength to lead the transformation of Sri Lanka’s 
connectivity landscape going forward. 

Business outcomes for the Year 2016 demonstrate 
the efficient execution of our business strategies, 
which have by design been centered on aggressive 
but sustainable growth. Your Company delivered 
strong revenue growth across Mobile, International, 
Digital Pay Television, Tele-infrastructure and Fixed Line 
business segments to record consolidated revenue 
of Rs. 86.7Bn for 2016 representing Year on Year 
(YoY) growth of 17%. Group Net Profit After Tax was 
recorded at Rs. 9.0Bn.

It gives me great pride, that our Company remitted 
Rs. 10.7Bn to the Government of Sri Lanka in terms 
of direct income tax, fees and levies. Our Company 
also collected a further Rs. 21.0Bn in indirect taxes on 
behalf of the government. 

In line with the performance of the Group and taking 
into account forward investment requirements to serve 
the nation’s demand for Mobile, Fixed, Broadband 
and Digital Television services, the Board of Directors 

of Dialog Axiata PLC, is happy to propose for your 
consideration, a full year dividend of 39 cents per 
share, representing 35% of FY 2016 net profit. Your 
Company’s business performance is enumerated in 
more detail in the business review section of this 
Annual Report.

SUSTAINED CONTRIBUTION TO  
THE ECONOMY
As Sri Lanka’s premier converged connectivity 
provider, your Company continues to be at the 
forefront of Sri Lanka’s Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) landscape. The Dialog Axiata Group has as of 
December 31, 2016, cumulatively invested USD 2.1Bn 
underlining the confidence the Dialog Group and 
its principal shareholder Axiata Group BhD places in 
the government and people of Sri Lanka. I am proud 
to note that in addition to being recognised as the 
largest FDI operating under the aegis of the Board of 
Investment of Sri Lanka, Dialog Axiata is also one of 
the largest corporate contributors to the Revenues of 
the Government of Sri Lanka having remitted a total 
of Rs. 31.7Bn in the form of direct and indirect taxes 
during 2016, an increase of 15% from 2015.  

As in previous years, our company continued to be 
recognised and receive accolades from the global 
telecommunications industry. Significantly,  
Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya was named by the Global GSM 
Association (GSMA) as the recipient of the inaugural 
award for “Outstanding Contribution to the Mobile 
Industry in Asia”. This international recognition 
bestowed on our Chief Executive no doubt signifies 
the indelible contribution your company and  
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Sri Lanka’s mobile industry at large has made towards 
the advancement of Mobile Telecommunications 
in the Asian region. I place on record my heartfelt 
congratulations to Dr. Wijayasuriya. 

Bringing to fruition a leadership succession plan 
crafted and implemented over several years, it 
gave the Board of Dialog Axiata PLC great pride to 
announce the appointment of Mr. Supun Weerasinghe 
as the Director/Group Chief Executive Officer with 
effect from 01 January 2017. Supun functioned as 
Dialog’s Group Chief Operating Officer until 2013, 
prior to taking up the role of Group Chief Strategy 
Officer at Axiata’s Head Quarters in Kuala Lumpur and 
thereafter being appointed as the Chief Executive at 
Robi Axiata in Bangladesh. Supun returns to Dialog 
enriched with senior leadership experience from across 
the Asian region. 

transformed from humble beginnings as the 
fourth entrant to Sri Lankan mobile sector in 
1995 to becoming Sri Lanka’s largest converged 
telecommunications services provider. I am happy to 
note that Dr. Wijayasuriya will continue to serve as a 
director on the Board of Dialog Axiata and be closely 
associated with the company in his capacity as the 
Regional Chief Executive for the South Asian region 
encompassing Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka. 

The Board also extends its sincere gratitude to  
Mr. Moskevi Prelis who served the Company in the 
capacity of an Independent Director since 2004 and  
who will not be seeking re-election to the Board of 
Dialog Axiata PLC in 2017. Along with my colleagues 
on the Board, I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend our sincere appreciation to Mr Prelis for his 
invaluable counsel and his contribution to the Board 
and Company. 

“Sri Lanka’s mobile industry 
at large has made towards 
the advancement of Mobile 
Telecommunications in the 
Asian region.”

“Supun returns to Dialog 
enriched with senior leadership 
experience from across the 
Asian region.”

“The succession of leadership at 
Dialog follows the appointment 
of Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya,  
incumbent Director/Group Chief 
Executive of Dialog, to the post 
of  Regional Chief Executive 
Officer of the Axiata Group for 
the South Asia Region.”

The succession of leadership at Dialog follows the 
appointment of Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya,  incumbent 
Director/Group Chief Executive of Dialog, to the post 
of  Regional Chief Executive Officer of the Axiata 
Group for the South Asia Region. I would accordingly 
like to congratulate Dr. Wijayasuriya on his new 
appointment and to thank him for the outstanding 
contribution made to our Company as well as to  
Sri Lanka’s Telecommunications sector at large. 
Under Dr. Wijayasuriya’s stewardship, our company 

I take this opportunity to place on record my sincere 
gratitude to the Government of Sri Lanka, the 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission of  
Sri Lanka, the Ministry of Parliamentary Reforms 
and Mass Media, the Central Bank of Sri Lanka, our 
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valued shareholders and other agencies who have 
encouraged, enabled and facilitated the development 
of our company and its operations.

In closing, I would like to thank our dedicated 
management team and Board members for working 
tirelessly to ensure Dialog Axiata’s sustained success.  
I look forward to continuing this journey together  
in 2017.

Datuk Azzat Kamaludin
Chairman of the Board of Directors 

31 March 2017


